
Political and administrative processes behind street renaming in Poland 
 
Małgorzata Fabiszak, Anna Weronika Brzezińska, Patryk Dobkiewicz, Tomasz Dyrmo 
 
This talk looks at a specific area of Linguistic Landscape studies focusing on street names 
(e.g. Azaryahu 1996, 1997, 2011, Ben Rafael et al. 2006, Berg and Vuolteenaho 2009). We 
analyze the street name changes in two cities: Zbąszyń (112 streets in 2018) and Poznań, 
Poland (2700 streets in 2018) over the span of 100 years. The choice of locations is dictated 
by the  fact that Poland has undergone several changes in state ideology, which were reflected 
in efforts to purge, create and control the semiotic commemorative cityscape. Our research 
question is whether and if so how the renaming procedures differ between cities of different 
sizes and in different periods.  We combine methods drawing on geographical information 
systems; ethnographic interviews with administrative officials and NGO representatives 
involved in the renamings; and media analysis. In doing so we employ Discourse-Historical 
Approach (Reisigl and Wodak 2009) as an analytic framework for data analysis. The spatio-
temporal patterns of power struggle over the commemorative cityscape show certain 
similarities across various periods and some differences relative to the size of the city. 
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